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could easily have done, as they formed two-thirds of the audience,
and might have negatived one resolution after another if they had
been so minded. It was a great pity that one or two of the speakers
had chosen to misunderstand the nature of the amendment, which
had been so temperately moved by Mr. Pherozeshah as representing
the Parsi community and seconded by Mr. Telang as representing
the Hindus.
The question of raising, from amongst the people, a military
force for defence purposes has been before the Government and the
country for nearly half a century. When the first World War broke
out, and appeals were made for funds, there was a general demand
that educated Indians should be allowed opportunities to join the
Army and to hold the King's Commission. It is interesting to note
that Mr. Tilak and Dr. Paranjpye spoke from the same platform in
support of this demand, and they appealed to the undergraduates of
the University and other educated Indians to join the Army. Even-
tually, a University Corps of the Indian Defence Force came into
being which many young men joined. This and other measures,
however, have failed to touch the core of the problem. Not until
British administrators have shed their suspicions and misconceived
notions of Britain's role in India, shall we see a territorial army
raised such as would be a source of strength not only to the country
but to the defences of the Empire.